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 Supreme Court denies appeal, orders labor 
arbiter to compute the compensation due 
some 1,400 retrenched cabin crew

Next page 

Next page 

6
DIGIT

6

P28.1m+E Z 2

3 
DIGIT

6/49

6/42 P19.5m+

8
0
5
4
7

4

4
5
9

37 3 5
31 23 35

17 35 27
20 32 3

FAST FACTSFAST FACTS

Free again. Luisito Gonzalez !ashes his thumbs up as he steps 
out of the NBI detention cell in Manila.                          EY ACASIO

Mercy mission. US 
Marines along with local residents 
unloaded relief from a CH-46 
Sea Knight helicopter yesterday 
on Talim Island in the middle of 
Laguna Lake. US Ambassador  
Christie Kenney, right, handed out 
relief to  !ood victims.  

PAT ROQUE AND 

MARIDES FERNANDO

PAL chairman Lucio Tan

WASHINGTON—The United 
States said Monday its military 
forces were back in the former 
US naval base in Subic Bay, car-
rying out rescue missions, deliv-
ering aid and providing medical 
care for Ondoy victims.

“US forces are helping sup-
port rescue operations for victims 
of the flooding, as well as distrib-
uting essential relief supplies,” 
State Department spokesman 
Ian Kelly told reporters. “They’re 
providing medical treatment to 
flood victims.” 

He said the US Agency for 
International Development had 
set aside $1.8 million to help re-
lief organizations deliver relief 

to the needy.
“The USS Tortuga and the 

USS Harpers Ferry are in Subic 
Bay right now and are providing 
support,” Kelly said.

USS Tortuga is a Whidbey 
Island-class dock landing ship 
and the second US Navy ves-
sel to bear that name, which 
was taken from a group of coral 
islets off Florida. USS Harpers 
Ferry, also a dock landing ship, 
was named after Harpers Ferry 
in West Virginia.

Bryan Whitman, a Pentagon 
spokesman quoted by Pacific Com-
mand, said nearly 450 US Marines 
and sailors delivered relief supplies,

INFLATION, or the rate at 
which consumer prices rise, 
picked up slightly in September 
due to higher food prices, the 
National Statistics Office re-
ported yesterday.

Analysts said the rate, which 
climbed from 0.1 percent in Au-
gust to 0.7 percent last month, 
was hardly affected by storm On-
doy, which hit Luzon at the tail 
end of September.

Still, “headline inflation is start-
ing to accelerate” and would rise 
sharply in the coming months, said 
Frederic Neumann, an economist 
at HSBC Holdings Plc in Hong 
Kong. “We expect the central bank 
to start preparing the ground for 
rate hikes early next year.” 

In the aftermath of the de-
structive storm, the government 
has imposed price controls on 
basic commodities, making a fur-
ther spike in prices unlikely.

The Agriculture Department 
estimates that Ondoy and ty-
phoon Pepeng have caused P7.6 
billion in damage to crops and 
fishery production.

The September inflation rate 
was markedly lower than a year 
ago, when it stood at 11.8 percent.

Last month’s rate also brought 
the average inflation rate to 3.4 
percent in the first nine months 

By Gigi Muñoz David

METRO Manila Development 
Authority Chairman Bayani Fer-
nando will return to Marikina 
instead of seeking a national post 
next year while his wife, a last- 
term mayor, moves to Congress.

It would take at least P10 bil-
lion to get the city back on its 
feet, and Marides said there was 
so much her husband could do 
to reverse the destruction caused 

by storm Ondoy, which struck on 
Sept. 26.

“With what has happened 
to Marikina, why not?” she told 
Standard Today when asked  
why Fernando would drop his 
presidential ambition to be mayor 
of a locality that he  served from 
1992 to 2001.

“Things happened so sud-
denly. We didn’t expect this kind 
of calamity,” said Marides, noting 
the massive flooding particularly 

along Marikina’s  waterways.
“Up to this time we are still 

cleaning up, and it will take a 
while to get things done.”

Fernando, an engineer, is 
credited with having revived the 
Marikina river, transforming it 
into a park.

He is also credited for keep-
ing the city streets and its public 
market litter-free, apart from in-
stilling traffic discipline that he 
has insisted on imposing on met-

ropolitan roads such as Common-
wealth, Edsa and C-5.

Long before the storm struck, 
Marides said, local groups had 
been eyeing Vice Mayor Marion 
Andres or Rep. Marcelino Te-
odoro to take her place in the 
2010 elections because the con-
gressional seat was being pre-
pared for her.

On Sunday, Teodoro ap-
pealed for donations of footwear 
to schoolchildren, and in a city   

known as the Philippines’ shoe 
capital.

He said about half a million 
pairs were destroyed when at 
least 105 factories went under-
water.

Defense Secretary Gilbert Te-
odoro got the ruling Lakas CMD 
party’s nod to be its standard 
bearer, but not without Fernando 
threatening to bolt the adminis-
tration camp to run as an inde-
pendent candidate. 

THE Supreme Court has 
ordered the labor arbiter to 
compute the compensation 
due some 1,400 cabin crew 
that Philippine Airlines re-
trenched in 1998 after the 
flag carrier was placed under 
corporate rehabilitation. 

The high court’s order came af-
ter it affirmed its decision in July 
2008 declaring as illegal PAL’s dis-
missal of the cabin crew, and then 
tossed back the case to the labor 
arbiter so it could compute exactly 
how much the carrier owed them.

Initial estimates showed that 
Philippine Airlines owed the 
employees P3 billion, Daniel 
Reyes, the airline union’s law-
yer, said earlier.

The Court said that the flight 
attendants who had reached re-
tirement age or had died should 
receive back wages up to the date 
of their retirement. 

Those who had not been re-
employed by the carrier—in-
cluding those who had executed 
quitclaims and received separa-
tion pay or financial assistance—
should be reinstated without loss 
of seniority rights and paid full 
back wages. But the amounts 
they had already received should 
be deducted from whatever 
amounts were adjudged to them 
individually, the high court said. 

It said the flight attendants 
who had obtained substantially 
equivalent or even more lucra-
tive employment elsewhere in 

1998 or after were deemed to 
have severed their employment 
with the carrier.

“They shall be entitled to full 
back wages from the date of their 
retrenchment only up to the date 
they found employment else-
where,” the Court said. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista 
said he was disappointed with the 
high court’s decision.

“While we have yet to receive 
a copy of the said decision, PAL 
is disappointed that the high tri-
bunal did not appreciate our ar-
guments that the termination of 
PAL employees, including [Flight 
Attendants and Stewards Associa-
tion of the Philippines] members 
in 1998, was necessitated by the 
fact that PAL was under reha-
bilitation, which is equivalent to 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy,” Bautista 
said in a statement.

By Macon Ramos Araneta

LUISITO Gonzalez stepped 
out of the National Bureau of 
Investigation yesterday after a 
little more than 15 months in 
jail, saying he was happy that 
the charges against him were 
dismissed yet wary that his or-
deal may not be over.

Gonzalez, grandson of the 
late President Elpidio Quirino 
and estranged husband of singer 
Kuh Ledesma, was accompanied 
by lawyers Jose Flaminiano and 
Anacleto Diaz as he walked out.

He said his faith in the coun-
try’s justice system remained in-
tact, but his relatives were wor-
ried about his safety.

“It’s because I could be framed 
up again. Hopefully that won’t 
happen, but I am very happy and 
of course I thank God.”

Flaminiano said the release 
order from Manila Judge Thelma 
Bunyi-Medina was for Delgado 

and his co-accused and driver 
Antonio Buenaflor, who is de-
tained at the Manila City Jail.

The order’s release was de-
layed for a few hours because the 
judge took long a long time to fin-
ish court proceedings, he said.

“We waited for it. We were 
waiting since 8:30 a.m. The judge 
finished the court proceeding 
around 11 a.m., and then she 
made the order. She expedited 
the order when she knew we 
were waiting for it.”

Gonzales and Buenaflor were 
tagged as the main suspects in the 
March 2007 murder of Federico 
Delgado, son of shipping mag-
nate Francisco Delgado, who was 
found dead inside his apartment 
in Manila.

Gonzalez and Buenaflor surren-
dered to authorities on July 16 last 
year after the Manila court issued 
warrants on them. The Manila 
court then found them guilty, but
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